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                  I was so sad to hear of Patrick 
Hastings’ passing. I first met Patrick about fifty 
years ago and although I had not seen him 
recently we had kept in touch. 
 
Patrick passed away peacefully with his two 
daughters, Stebbie and Mandy, at his bed side 
in the afternoon of Monday 4th August 2025. 
 
Patrick first became involved with Halliwick in 
1965, when he joined Halliwick Penguins 
Swimming Club as a swimmer. He swam in 
galas but also trained as an instructor.  
 
Later he became this Association’s Treasurer 
from 1972 to 1978, still continuing to swim in 
Club, Regional and National Galas until 1992. 

In 1999, Patrick became this Association’s Chair, a position he held until 
2014. Aside from all of that, he was heavily involved in this Association’s 
Competitions Committee and helped develop and then, some years 
later, revise Halliwick AST’s Gala Organisation Pack.  
 
                  Although James ('Mac') McMillan had the initial concept 
behind the Halliwick Competition System, it was Patrick and Donald 
Jeffery who developed the idea into a workable system and foresaw long 
before it came into being, how this system of handicapping would 
develop into the way galas are run today. I learnt all I know about Galas 
from Patrick and Donald who were always very supportive of me. 
 
                  Patrick had always been very supportive of me and the 
Welsh Region in the thing we wanted to change and do, as well as 
coming to Wales for National Galas and in the days when the National 
Executive Meetings moved around the country. Sadly as time has gone 
by many people have not realised how much Patrick did to help and 
support the Regions. 
 
                  When the National Executive Meetings were held at Patrick’s 
Home his wife Marjorie always made sure we had a warm meal inside us 
before we went home. 
 
                  I will miss Patrick greatly not only for his support but also as a 
friend. Those of us who knew and worked with Patrick will miss him 
enormously and remember him for all that he did for us, and with great 
affection.  


